
Advice: Honey Section, Summer 2022
Exhibitors should check that their entries comply with all the requirements mentioned in the schedule.

Jar

➢ Standard squat jars. Capacity 340 - 454g (12 - 16oz, approx. 300-400ml).

➢ Screw or twist lid. Clean, free from honey and not rusty.

➢ It may be best to check the lids a few days before the show. The judge will want to smell your honey and
subtle aromas may be lost if the lid has been changed just before judging.

➢ Well but not overfilled.  All jars should be filled to at least the “fill line” - as a rough guide, no daylight
should be visible below the lid. The experienced exhibitor will allow a little extra for skimming the top.

➢ Neatly labelled and avoid fingerprints.

Appearance

➢  Runny honey is classified by checking its colour against grading glasses. Please contact the Show
Secretary in advance of the Show if you need help classifying your honey.

➢ Check your honey a few days before the Show. Shine a torch under and through the jar of honey to check
for clarity and/ or debris.

➢ Runny honey should be bright and crystal clear - no cloudiness. No hint of granulation.

Free from debris and dust. Minute particles can sometimes be removed with a fine straw.

No froth nor bubbles. Multiple fine bubbles can sometimes be cleared by careful heating. Bubbles and
froth can be skimmed from the surface of the honey.

➢ Granulated/ soft-set honey should be evenly granulated with no streaks or swirls.

Free from debris and dust.

Frosting occurs as naturally granulated honey contracts during setting. It is usually seen around the neck
of the jar. It can be avoided, to some extent, by using slightly warmed jars.

Flavour and aroma

➢ Aroma and flavour are most important. To some extent, these judging criteria fall to the personal taste of
the judge. Please contact the Show Secretary for further advice.

➢ There should be no external flavours nor odours.

Density, viscosity and texture

➢ Density and viscosity of all honey will be assessed by the judge. To some extent, these judging criteria fall
to the personal taste of the judge. Please contact the Show Secretary for further advice.

➢ Granulated/ soft-set honey should be sufficiently well set so that it would not fall out of the jar if it were
inverted. Jars should be filled well in advance of the show, as the surface should be soft set and not fluid.

The judge will assess the texture of the granulation - smooth granulation is preferred.


